US detention of suspected Al Qaeda operatives in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. All of these policies she deemed in violation of international human rights and humanitarian law norms regarding due process, humane treatment, and permissible state conduct in time of war and occupation. Joan died after completing the aptly titled article, 'Speaking Law to Power: the War Against Terrorism and Human Rights ' (European Journal of International Law) .
In addition to her scholarship, Joan Fitzpatrick defined herself as a teacher and an advocate, training and supervising students in the University of Washington's Immigration Clinic, which she helped found in 1994. Her work with the UW Clinic, housed in Seattle's Northwest Immigrants Rights Project, also gave Joan the opportunity to collaborate regularly with practising attorneys in providing representation to immigrant clients from the local community.
Beyond her focus on US human rights and refugee policy, Joan also was instrumental in efforts to establish more humane and legal treatment for migrants and refugees in other parts of the world. She provided essential insight into the European Union's asylum harmonization process, and also assisted the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in its Global Consultations on Refugee Protection. Joan Fitzpatrick's colleagues, family and friends mourn her passing. We will miss her voice of humane reason and calm conviction in these troubled times. While we are stunned by her loss, her memory requires that we continue striving to hold our governments accountable to the rule of the law and the dignity of the human person.
Joan is survived by her son Devin, her mother Gabrielle Fitzpatrick and her five sisters and brothers, Anne Fitzpatrick, Kathleen Kittle, and Kevin, John and Brian Fitzpatrick. 
